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 Wyoming, with its abundant supply of coal, is home to seven coal-fired power plants that generate electricity. Sadly, while much of 
the electricity we generate is exported to other states, Wyoming citizens are stuck with the pollution these power plants generate, and 
all the environmental and health costs that come with the pollution.  

  A recent study found that five of Wyoming's coal-fired power plants are among the dirtiest in the entire country, in terms of how 
much pollution they release into our air. The Environmental Integrity Project (EIP, a D.C.-based non-profit organization) evaluated 
the 359 largest power plants in the United States, and ranked them by the total amount of different pollutants they emit into the air 
every year, as well as how much of each pollutant they produce relative to the amount of electricity they generate.  

  The Dave Johnston power plant outside of Glenrock had the dubious distinction of ranking among the 50 dirtiest power plants in 
the country for three of the four pollutants included in EIP's study. Dave Johnston released 496 pounds of highly toxic mercury into 
our air in 2002, making it the 20 th worst mercury polluter in the country. Dave Johnston was also among the 50 dirtiest plants for 
annual emissions of carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxides. 

  The Jim Bridger power plant near Rock Springs was the fifth largest producer of nitrogen oxides in the entire United States in 
2004, releasing over 37,000 tons. Jim Bridger also ranked 13 th for carbon dioxide emissions, releasing a whopping 16.8 million tons 
in 2004. 

  Also making the "dirtiest 50" list for two pollutants was the Wyodak power plant near Gillette. Wyodak was the 11 th worst in the 
United States for carbon dioxide per amount of electricity generated, and made the list again for mercury by releasing 178 pounds of 
the toxic metal in 2002. 

  The Laramie River power plant near Wheatland released 15.1 million tons of carbon dioxide in 2004, placing 23rd out of 359. And 
finally, the Naughton power plant near Kemmerer was ranked 24th in the United States for release of nitrogen oxides, letting over 
14,000 tons escape into our air in 2004. 

  So what's the harm? Well, nitrates from nitrogen oxides are major contributors to the smog and haze that ruin our natural vistas. 
These same particles harm people's cardiovascular and respiratory systems, and according to the Environmental Protection Agency, 
fine particle pollution from power plants causes more than 20,000 premature deaths a year nationwide.  

  Coal-fired power plants account for about 40 percent of all mercury emissions in the United States every year. Mercury is a highly 
toxic metal that, once released into the atmosphere, settles into lakes and rivers and then moves up the food chain into humans. In 
2003, the Centers for Disease Control found that about 10 percent of American women carry mercury concentrations that put fetuses 
at risk for neurological damage.  

  Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas that contributes to global warming, and power plants are responsible for at least 35 percent of 
all human-caused carbon dioxide emissions in the United States.  

  So what can we do about these old, dirty power plants in Wyoming? Well, here is the good news: most of the ill health and envi-
ronmental harms arising from our dirtiest power plants are avoidable. Currently available and affordable technologies can remove 
the vast majority of the pollutants in question. Installing new equipment to greatly reduce the amount of pollution these power plants 
release into our air will provide good jobs for Wyoming workers, and we'll all be better off with cleaner air.  

  Power companies are earning record profits, and we must ensure that they take advantage of the technology already available to 
minimize damage to our natural resources. Let's provide good jobs for Wyoming workers to clean up these dirty power plants, pro-
tect our air, and benefit all Wyoming citizens 

 

  

  

Good Jobs for Clean Wyoming Air 
 

By Connie Wilbert 

WY Chapter of the Sierra Club 
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The President’s Billion Dollar Public Land Sell Off SchemeThe President’s Billion Dollar Public Land Sell Off Scheme  
By Kirk Koepsel 

 
The Bush administration created quite a stir when it recently proposed selling off hundreds of thousand of acres of public land.  
The President’s proposed FY07 budget flies in the face of widespread opposition and defeat of recent similar proposals in Con-
gress. 

 

As much as 800,000 acres of your public lands, 300,000 Forest Service acres and 500,000 BLM acres, are up for grabs under this 
proposal.  The Administration proposes using the proceeds from the Forest Service lands sales to fund the Secure Rural Schools 
and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000, while proceeds from BLM lands sales would go straight to reducing the deficit. 

 

The Bush administration has described these parcels as “non-vital,” chararacterizing them as isolated properties that are difficult to 
manage and more than 17,000 acres of Wyoming’s National Forest and Grasslands are recommended for sale. 

 

Black Hills National Forest - 7,100 acres 

Bridger-Teton National Forest - 840 acres 

Medicine Bow National Forest - 1,760 acres 

Thunder Basin National Grasslands - 7,920 acres 

 

These are not the only public lands that may be auctioned.  The BLM has yet to determine the location and number of acres it too 
plans to sell off. 

 

If this proposal passes, it will set a dangerous precedent for privatization of public lands. Public lands are part of America’s natural 
heritage and such sales will deny our children and grandchildren of their natural heritage. Keeping public lands public is critical so 
you can continue to have places where you and your family can camp, hike, fish and hunt and for maintaining access to that favor-
ite place in your National Forest or BLM lands. 

 

Senator Mike Enzi stated, “as an avid outdoorsman, and someone who truly values wide open spaces and multiple use of our 
public lands, the federal government should be working to increase access not selling off our national treasures.”   

 

This sell-off proposal is a short-term band-aid to raise a small amount of money for public lands that are priceless in value. 
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The WYOMING  STATE  LEGISLATURE  wrapped up an exciting 20-day budget session on March 11, 2006.  
There were many positive developments and setbacks of interest to sportsmen, conservationists, and outdoor 
lovers.  All laws and appropriations will take effect July 1, 2006 for the next biennium.   
 
 Conservation Budget Items: 
 
 HB 1/SF 1: Victory for the Wildlife Trust Fund, Support for DEQ and WY G&F 
Sponsor: Joint Appropriations Committee  
Status: Signed into law by Gov. Freudenthal (March 10) 
 
 Recognizing the lasting value of Wyoming’s wildlife, state lawmakers created the Wyoming Wildlife and Natural Resources Trust 
Account last year with a $15 million starting balance. This year the state legislature secured an additional $25 million for the account 
attached with a $3 million matching grant if outside money can be raised.   
 
 Interest accrued from the trust fund flows through a state board and is spent on a wide range of wildlife related projects, from habitat 
restoration to natural resource management and stewardship. Anyone can apply for project grants, including government agencies, 
non-profit organizations, and individual citizens. 
 
 Legislators also created a number of new permitting and enforcement positions for the Wyoming Department of Environmental 
Quality and allocated funds to the Wyoming Game and Fish Department for capital construction, scientific studies, and veterinary 
purposes. On another note, the Wyoming Game and Fish Department was denied $2 million for their Comprehensive Wildlife  
Conservation Strategy Program, which works to collect scientific data on wildlife so that proper conservation planning can be  
implemented. 
 
 Passed Bills: 
 
 HB 24: Predator Control Burden Shifts to Taxpayers 
Sponsor: Joint Interim Agriculture, Public Lands and Water Resources Committee 
Status: Signed into law by Gov. Freudenthal (March 23) 
 
Counties in Wyoming have local predator control boards that address conflicts between wildlife and livestock.  The primary focus is 
to remove or exterminate wildlife that is deemed a nuisance for depredating on livestock or damaging private property. Historically, 
boards generated funds from a per-head brand inspection fee on livestock.  Drought conditions have impacted cattle and sheep 
 populations in recent years, posing financial challenges to the program. 
 
 The main function of the Predator Management Program HB 24 bill is to shift the cost of predatory control efforts from the 
 agriculture industry to the general tax-paying public.  It also dramatically increases the amount of funds for the program. This  past 
biennium approximately $500,000 was generated from brand fees.  HB 24 grants $6 million from the state’s general fund, a 12-fold 
increase, to be used for predator control purposes in the next two years. It also establishes $3 million in the state’s budget thereafter. 
 
 The Sierra Club has serious reservations about this bill. Current predator control tactics are expensive, cost ineffective, and often 
cruel to wildlife. Over half of the program’s funds are spent killing coyotes, using tactics such as trapping and aerial gunning, which 
can cost up to $200 per animal. These efforts are futile since studies show that pup reproduction and survival rates increase  
drastically when populations are stressed, allowing their numbers to rebound quickly. If populations were successfully suppressed 
we would likely see adverse impacts to rangeland and vegetation due to an increase in rodent and rabbit populations, coyotes’  
Major prey bases. 
 
 Another problem is that this bill broadens the predator control communities’ management jurisdiction by allowing them to manage 
predators that prey on wildlife game species. This is an attempt to include sportsmen in this program, by claiming that predator  
declines will be good for big game and hunting and so the predator control community should oversee this. It is the Wyoming  
Game and Fish’s responsibility to manage wildlife, not the predator control community.  This law over-extends predator control  
advocate’s control on wildlife and does so at the tax payers’ expense. 
 
HB 32:  Electronic licensing for Wyoming Game and Fish saves money 
Sponsor: Joint Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resources Committee 
Status: Signed into law by Gov. Freudenthal (March 8) 
 
The Wyoming Game and Fish Department can now issue sportsmen licenses electronically, making the process cheaper, faster, and 
more convenient. Electronic licensing requires less staff time and resources and potentially will save the agency up to $30,000 per 
year. License selling agents across the state now have the option to install new electronic permitting machines, but it is not  
mandatory. 
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SF 37:  UW granted funds for new energy school 
Sponsor: Joint Minerals, Business and Economic Development Committee 
Status: Signed into law by Gov. Freudenthal (March 23) 
 
 In response to Wyoming’s energy boom, the University of Wyoming sought after and received $12 million for the biennium to 
create a school of energy resources. The school will center their teaching on energy-related topics, such as technology,  
development, and economics. A diverse board composed of 11 representatives from the university, legislature, and Governors’ 
office, will give direction in the beginning stages of the school’s development. They are required to maximize inter-departmental 
cooperation and encouraged to diversify curricula to include renewable, as well as nonrenewable energy resources. 
 
 The Sierra Club encourages the integration of innovative energy teachings, including renewable energy, new technology, and 
mitigation measures. 
 
 SF 38:  First steps taken to clean up leaking landfills 
Sponsor: Joint Minerals, Business and Economic Development Committee 
Status: Signed into law by Gov. Freudenthal (March 24) 
 
The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality predicts that of the state’s 145 landfills, at least 65 will eventually leak, 
threatening to contaminate ground water and drinking water wells and posing risks to human health and the environment. 
Currently, 21 landfills are already known to be leaking, while only 20% of landfills are being adequately monitored. This makes 
 it difficult to identify current and future risks.  
 
This bill allocates a $7.97 million matching grant to aid communities in monitoring and analyzing the risk posed by their local 
landfill. Another $1.3 million is available in matching grants for cities and counties to develop long-term management plans in 
accordance with the findings. The DEQ is required to compile data and report back to the legislature in four years about  
groundwater impacts and clean up costs. 
 
Failed bills: 
 
HB 30:  State will not ban feeding of wildlife                                                            
 Sponsor: Joint Interim Travel, Recreation, Wildlife & Cultural Resources Committee 
Status: Died for lack of House introduction vote (Feb. 17) 
 
Private feeding of wildlife and improper food storage cause many human/wildlife conflicts. Intentional feeding also disrupts  
animals’ natural feeding patterns, habituates them to humans and foreign food sources, and unnaturally concentrates them,  
increasing the likelihood of disease transmission.   
 
Currently, Wyoming law enforcement officials cannot prohibit feeding wildlife or the use of other attractants. This bill attempted 
to ban artificial feeding and attracting wildlife. It included provisions that would have required individuals to properly store waste, 
attractant materials, and food sources. A person failing to do so would have faced a fifth-degree misdemeanor charge. Exceptions 
were provided for “any normal or accepted agricultural practice,” which includes all government agency feeding programs and 
Wyoming Game and Fish Commission rules and regulations for baiting practices. 
 
The Wyoming Sierra Club supports legislators’ attempts to ban artificial feeding of wildlife and regrets that this bill did not  
receive enough support.  
 
HB 100:  Restrictions on Wildlife Trust Fund projects defeated                         
Sponsor: Rep. Kermit Brown (R-Laramie) and Sen. Stan Cooper, and six others 
Status: Failed House introduction, Feb. 14, 30-29 (two-thirds required)  
 
 In 2005, a Wyoming Wildlife and Natural Resources Trust Account was created with $15 million in starting funds. Interest  
accrued from the account flows through a state board to on-the-ground wildlife related projects, such as habitat restoration,  
natural resource stewardship, and mitigation efforts. Anyone in Wyoming is eligible for a grant from the fund, including private 
citizens, government agencies, and non-profit organizations.  Projects, which receive other sources of funding, are encouraged  
to seek partial grants from the trust fund. 
 
Currently, all grants requests exceeding $200,000 must be approved by the state legislature.  HB 100 sought to require all projects 
that cost $200,000 or more, regardless of their grant request from the trust fund itself, must receive legislative approval. For  
example, a project costing a total of $200,000 that is only asking for $10,000 from the trust fund and meeting the majority of its 
costs through other grants would be required to obtain approval from the legislature. This would significantly weaken the board’s 
ability to give grants and discourage many applicants. 
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SF 30:  Landowners can still charge sportsmen and receive game damage payment    
Sponsor: Sen. John Hanes (R-Cheyenne) and Rep. Pete Illoway (R-Cheyenne)  
Status: Died for lack of Senate introduction vote (Feb. 17) 
 
In order for a Wyoming landowner to seek compensation from the Wyoming Game and Fish Department for damage caused by game 
animals on their property, they must permit public hunting on their property.  This is to ensure that hunting can balance the population 
before outside monetary assistance is needed. 
 
 Landowners are currently entitled to charge access fees to hunters.  Often times, this means commercial outfitters, who are more  
willing and able to pay these fees, have greater access than an individual to these hunting areas.  With this law in effect a landowner can 
be compensated twice for wildlife damage; once from the access fee and twice from the Wyoming Game and Fish Department.   
 
 This bill sought to eliminate the allocation of game damage payments to those landowners who charge hunters for access to their land.  
Sportsmen who are increasingly concerned about the diminishing access to private lands, advocated strongly for passage of this bill.   
It unfortunately died for lack of Senate introduction. 
 
 SF 53:  Little regulation of CBM waste water                                                             
 Sponsor: Sen. John Schiffer (R-Kaycee) and Rep. Rosie Berger (R-Big Horn)  
Status: Failed Senate introduction vote, Feb. 16, 13-17 (two-thirds required) 
 
Along with jobs and royalties, Wyoming's energy boom has brought many challenges. Energy development has had many impacts on  
our land, water, air, and way of life. In coal bed methane production, groundwater must be siphoned to release the trapped gases. Often, 
the water has high salinity or contains other chemicals, making it useless for agricultural uses and harmful when discharged into  
waterways and onto rangelands.  
 
The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality issues permits that allow companies to discharge CBM waste water. Currently,  
they do not have to require “best management practices” and cannot limit the quantity of water discharged. This bill would have given 
the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality this authority.  Unfortunately, it did not receive enough support to be introduced in 
the Senate.  
 
SF 65: Temporary instream flow right restricted                                                                                                                                        
Sponsor: Sen. Cale Case (R-Lander) and Rep. Pete Illoway (R-Chey, six others)  
Status: Failed Senate introduction, Feb. 15, 17-13 (two-thirds required) 
 
Wyoming’s instream flow laws dictate that certain minimum amounts of water must be left in their natural channels. Private landowners 
can voluntarily surrender their water rights in order to aid instream flow, but if they do, they give up a permanent loss of control over the 
water. The rigidity of these provisions discourages many landowners from partaking in this process on a temporary basis or otherwise.  
 
This bill would have relaxed this restrictive law, allowing private citizens the right to temporary surrender rights their water rights in  
order to improve instream flow. This would have increased the likelihood that a private landowner would cooperate. After a short debate 
on Feb. 15, senators voted 17-13 in favor of introduction, three votes short of the two-thirds majority required for consideration in the 
Budget Session.  

This winter members of the Wyoming Chapter of the Sierra Club voted four members onto the Executive Committee. Todd Herreid, Jason Marsden, 

 Ron Harper and Steve Deutsch.  

 �Todd Herreid has served as the Chapter Chair for the last 4 years and has been an active Sierran since 1982. He looks forward to the opportunity to  

continue the fight for protection of Wyoming’s wild places.   

 �Jason Marsden has served as Chapter Vice-Chair since January 2005 and is an Excom member of the North Platte Group of the Sierra Club. He  

also serves on the national Sierra Club Smart Energy Solutions Initiative Committee and is a valued member of the Chapter. 

 �Ron Harper is a current Excom member and a longtime Wyoming resident.  He is committed to safegaurding our environment for future generations 

 and looks forward to serving another term. 

 �Steve Deutsch has been a Wyoming Sierra Club member since 2003 and secretary of the Teton group for the past year. He is proud to be serving  

on the Wyoming Chapter Excom and is honored to help preserve our legacy of nature as inspired by John Muir. 

  Welcome aboard and welcome back! We are thankful and excited to have this dedicated group of people leading the Wyoming Chapter of the  

Sierra Club into the future.  

 �If you are interested in getting involved—either at the local group level or with the state Executive Committee—please contact Kirk Koepsel, 307-672-0425.    
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�Sierra Club Chronicles is a monthly TV series 

capturing seven David  vs. Goliath  stories: the  

dramatic efforts of committed  individuals across 

 the country  working to  protect the health of their environment and communities. The series is hosted by Daryl Hannah. 

 

The seven episode Sierra Club Chronicles series is broadcast the second Thursday of each month at 8:30 PM Eastern  

and Pacific January  through July 2006 on Link TV (DIRECTV channel 375 and Dish Network channel 9410).  

 

These 30-minute programs air after the original series The ACLU Freedom Files��
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"When the last individual of a race of living things breathes no more, another heaven and another earth 
must pass before such a one can be again." 
— naturalist-explorer William Beebe 
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Late night, March 29th, the House Budget Committee marked-up their version of the FY 
2007 Budget Resolution.  In response to growing bipartisan pressure, Chairman Nussle’s 
budget does not include Arctic drilling provisions and does not include any instructions to 
Rep. Pombo’s House Resources Committee.  Last year, it was these vague reconciliation 
instructions to the Resources Committee which allowed Rep. Pombo to insert Arctic drilling 
into the Budget. 

 

We are cautiously optimistic at this point and we are grateful to the 24 moderate House 

 Republicans who signed a letter to Chairman Nussle earlier this year, urging him to leave 
Arctic drilling out of the budget.  We need to once again thank these 24 brave Republicans 
and acknowledge the vital role their public position has played in protecting the Arctic  

refuge. 

 

Timing and Next Steps: 

 

While this is a great victory and a huge step towards protecting the Arctic, we cannot relax 
yet.  Next week the House Budget moves to the floor where it faces significant hurdles to 
final passage.  We need to help shore up our moderate Republican champs to make sure no 
drilling language sneaks back into the bill on the floor. 

 

Additionally, Last month the Senate passed a Budget Resolution which included controver-
sial Arctic drilling provisions.  Currently, the Senate Energy Committee is crafting legisla-
tion to authorize opening the Arctic Refuge to oil drilling.  That language will be folded into 
the overall Senate Budget Reconciliation bill which must be passed by the entire Senate. 

 

We expect problems will arise when the House and Senate Budgets must be reconciled 
through the Conference process.  It is at this point where Arctic drilling could be re-inserted 
into the Conference Report.  The conference report will then be subject to a straight up or 
down vote in both the House and Senate. 

 

We will continue to keep up the pressure on both the House and Senate to prepare for the 
looming Conference Committee showdown.  Loud public outcry and increased grassroots 
pressure is essential to ensure that Arctic drilling is not allowed back into the Budget  

Conference Report. 
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