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 Wyoming, with its abundant supply of coal, is home to seven coal-fired power plants that generate electricity. Sadly, while much of 
the electricity we generate is exported to other states, Wyoming citizens are stuck with the pollution these power plants generate, and 
all the environmental and health costs that come with the pollution.  

  A recent study found that five of Wyoming's coal-fired power plants are among the dirtiest in the entire country, in terms of how 
much pollution they release into our air. The Environmental Integrity Project (EIP, a D.C.-based non-profit organization) evaluated 
the 359 largest power plants in the United States, and ranked them by the total amount of different pollutants they emit into the air 
every year, as well as how much of each pollutant they produce relative to the amount of electricity they generate.  

  The Dave Johnston power plant outside of Glenrock had the dubious distinction of ranking among the 50 dirtiest power plants in 
the country for three of the four pollutants included in EIP's study. Dave Johnston released 496 pounds of highly toxic mercury into 
our air in 2002, making it the 20 th worst mercury polluter in the country. Dave Johnston was also among the 50 dirtiest plants for 
annual emissions of carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxides. 

  The Jim Bridger power plant near Rock Springs was the fifth largest producer of nitrogen oxides in the entire United States in 
2004, releasing over 37,000 tons. Jim Bridger also ranked 13 th for carbon dioxide emissions, releasing a whopping 16.8 million tons 
in 2004. 

  Also making the "dirtiest 50" list for two pollutants was the Wyodak power plant near Gillette. Wyodak was the 11 th worst in the 
United States for carbon dioxide per amount of electricity generated, and made the list again for mercury by releasing 178 pounds of 
the toxic metal in 2002. 

  The Laramie River power plant near Wheatland released 15.1 million tons of carbon dioxide in 2004, placing 23rd out of 359. And 
finally, the Naughton power plant near Kemmerer was ranked 24th in the United States for release of nitrogen oxides, letting over 
14,000 tons escape into our air in 2004. 

  So what's the harm? Well, nitrates from nitrogen oxides are major contributors to the smog and haze that ruin our natural vistas. 
These same particles harm people's cardiovascular and respiratory systems, and according to the Environmental Protection Agency, 
fine particle pollution from power plants causes more than 20,000 premature deaths a year nationwide.  

  Coal-fired power plants account for about 40 percent of all mercury emissions in the United States every year. Mercury is a highly 
toxic metal that, once released into the atmosphere, settles into lakes and rivers and then moves up the food chain into humans. In 
2003, the Centers for Disease Control found that about 10 percent of American women carry mercury concentrations that put fetuses 
at risk for neurological damage.  

  Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas that contributes to global warming, and power plants are responsible for at least 35 percent of 
all human-caused carbon dioxide emissions in the United States.  

  So what can we do about these old, dirty power plants in Wyoming? Well, here is the good news: most of the ill health and envi-
ronmental harms arising from our dirtiest power plants are avoidable. Currently available and affordable technologies can remove 
the vast majority of the pollutants in question. Installing new equipment to greatly reduce the amount of pollution these power plants 
release into our air will provide good jobs for Wyoming workers, and we'll all be better off with cleaner air.  

  Power companies are earning record profits, and we must ensure that they take advantage of the technology already available to 
minimize damage to our natural resources. Let's provide good jobs for Wyoming workers to clean up these dirty power plants, pro-
tect our air, and benefit all Wyoming citizens 
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Good Jobs for Clean Wyoming Air 
By Connie Wilbert 

WY Chapter of the Sierra Club 
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The President’s Billion Dollar Public Land Sell Off SchemeThe President’s Billion Dollar Public Land Sell Off Scheme  
By Kirk Koepsel 

 
The Bush administration created quite a stir when it recently proposed selling off hundreds of thousand of acres of public land.  
The President’s proposed FY07 budget flies in the face of widespread opposition and defeat of recent similar proposals in Con-
gress. 

 

As much as 800,000 acres of your public lands, 300,000 Forest Service acres and 500,000 BLM acres, are up for grabs under this 
proposal.  The Administration proposes using the proceeds from the Forest Service lands sales to fund the Secure Rural Schools 
and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000, while proceeds from BLM lands sales would go straight to reducing the deficit. 

 

The Bush administration has described these parcels as “non-vital,” chararacterizing them as isolated properties that are difficult to 
manage and more than 17,000 acres of Wyoming’s National Forest and Grasslands are recommended for sale. 

 

Black Hills National Forest - 7,100 acres 

Bridger-Teton National Forest - 840 acres 

Medicine Bow National Forest - 1,760 acres 

Thunder Basin National Grasslands - 7,920 acres 

 

These are not the only public lands that may be auctioned.  The BLM has yet to determine the location and number of acres it too 
plans to sell off. 

 

If this proposal passes, it will set a dangerous precedent for privatization of public lands. Public lands are part of America’s natural 
heritage and such sales will deny our children and grandchildren of their natural heritage. Keeping public lands public is critical so 
you can continue to have places where you and your family can camp, hike, fish and hunt and for maintaining access to that favor-
ite place in your National Forest or BLM lands. 

 

Senator Mike Enzi stated, “as an avid outdoorsman, and someone who truly values wide open spaces and multiple use of our 
public lands, the federal government should be working to increase access not selling off our national treasures.”   

 

This sell-off proposal is a short-term band-aid to raise a small amount of money for public lands that are priceless in value. 
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Better Air for Laramie 
 

  
   In a real win for the environment and air quality in       
Laramie, the Wyoming Chapter of the Sierra Club         
succeeded in forcing the local cement manufacturing plant 
to reduce air pollution coming from its facility on the south 
side of town. 
  
   Last year, the Sierra Club (joined by Biodiversity         
Conservation Alliance, a local group) sued Mountain    
Cement  Company for repeatedly violating its air quality 
permit over the past five years.  The company’s own    
monitoring   records revealed that they had exceeded the 
limits in their air quality permit over 18,000 times since 
1999.  The   Sierra Club brought the lawsuit under the   
citizen’s enforcement provisions of the federal Clean Air Act, which allows citizens to take action when government agencies don’t. 
  
   Included in the list of toxic pollutants released by Mountain Cement are hydrochloric acid, formaldehyde, mercury and lead.  In one 
year, the company released over 120,000 pounds (that is over 60 tons) of these materials into the air over Laramie! 
  
   Mountain Cement Company fought the lawsuit aggressively, and the case ultimately went to a jury trial on October 24, 2005.       
However, on the third day of the trial, the company agreed to settle the case, with terms that pleased the Wyoming Chapter of the Sierra 
Club. 
  
   Under the settlement, Mountain Cement agreed to install new pollution control equipment on the kiln that has consistently caused the 
pollution violations.  They agreed to reduce the amount of loose cement dust on their   property that regularly blows across Laramie on 
windy days, and to pay our legal fees. 
  
   The Wyoming Chapter’s goal with this lawsuit was to get Mountain Cement to reduce their emissions of toxic    pollutants, to clean 
up the air for the entire community of Laramie.  The Chapter is delighted that Mountain Cement is finally willing to commit to the use 
of better technology to achieve cleaner air, and we will carefully monitor their progress to make sure they comply with the terms of the 
settlement. 

North Platte Group 
� 
   The North Platte Group of the Sierra Club held a pre-Summit "Direction Setting Session" on July 10th, and was attended by a dozen 
or more enthusiastic Sierra Club members.  John Spahr, of the Teton Group, graciously gave of his time to drive to Casper and lead the 
presentation.  Although at times too structured, everyone involved thoroughly  enjoyed expressing their opinions in a very lively       
participation of the direction setting process. 

   A July 23rd group outing to Martin's Cove, the Mormon Handcart Interpretive Center on the Old Sun Ranch west of Casper, was   
enjoyed by all in attendance.  None of the group outing visitors were engaged by LDS missionaries,  perhaps due to busloads of LDS 
tourists and being  pre-occupied. Interpretive signs that used to bear both the  BLM and LDS Church logos have been altered so that the 
LDS logo is now   covered.  

   On October 17th a group educational presentation, led by Merlyn Herrold of Second Chance  Wildlife   Rehablitation, proved to be 
very entertaining.  He gave basic tips on how to get assistance upon finding injured birds or wildlife.  He also provides care 
for abandoned small mammals and birds that have fallen from their nest and are too young to fly. He told stories of rescues and releases 
statewide.  He also brought a beautiful Kestrel, a permanent resident of his facility that is not able to be rehabilitated.  
It was delightful.  This presentation brought in new fresh faces and some very interested children. 

   The proposed Kayaking Clinic has been moved to the spring/early summer '06 agenda.   

   A group Christmas party is in the works, the date is yet to be determined and will be announced as soon as possible.  Kirk has     
promised us a slide show presentation from his trip to South America for our  enjoyment.  

  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jody VonSeggern 
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    Most estimates say that nearly half of the natural gas we will be able to extract is gone.  The age of cheap gas is coming to an end 
and our demand for natural gas is increasing.  By some estimates we will need 50% more natural gas to meet our needs by 2015. 
(Energy Information Administration)  Meanwhile, drilling is happening at a faster pace than ever.  Yet, no matter how fast we drill the 
prices keep going up.  This winter 57% of     Americans who heat their homes with natural gas will feel a penny pinch as rates are 
predicted to increase by 48%. (Energy Information Administration)  The equation looks ugly for the American people. 

 

 Decreased supply + Increased Demand = Increased Prices 

 

    Due to this lopsided equation Wyoming will feel major effects of rapid energy development, both good and bad.  Here in          
Wyoming, we have more natural gas deposits, in the form of coal bed methane, than any other state in our country.  Consequently, the 
oil industry is proposing massive development in many parts of the state.  While this is greatly contributing to our state’s economy 
right now, it is also having negative impacts on many sustainable resources.  Energy development is incompatible with other values 
and resources on our public lands and impairment of these will be costly for Wyoming in the long run. 

    

   Energy development means industrialization of our open spaces, which results in a web of roads, pipelines, telephone poles, and 
well pads.  One well pad alone will not have huge impacts, but cumulatively they alter the entire landscape.  For example, in the   
Powder River Basin it is estimated that there will be 50,000 wells drilled.  Along with this will be an estimated 17,000 miles of new 
roads, 20,000 miles of new pipelines, and 5,300 miles of utility lines constructed. 

    

   This type of large scale industrialization fragments and displaces wildlife, causing population declines in many species.  Recently, 
an industry funded study in the Upper Green was conducted on mule deer which revealed a 46% decline in wintering populations on 
the Pinedale Anticline.  Similar effects are being seen on other game species and endangered species like sage grouse. 

    

   Not only do Wyoming’s open spaces and wildlife raise our quality of life, allowing us to hunt, fish, and recreate in world class   
areas, but they are huge economic drivers.  Wyoming’s second largest economy, next to energy development, is tourism.  People from 
all across the world come to marvel at our untouched places and the wildlife that inhabit them, spending as they go.  Our open space 
is unique and invaluable.  The US Fish and Wildlife Service estimated that 9 billion dollars of direct and indirect revenues were    
generated for the state from wildlife viewing last year.  If we     protect these resources they will continue to provide for us in the   
future. 



The Honorable Barbara Cubin 
1114 Longworth, HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
phone: (202) 225-2311 
 
  

Join a Red Desert Energy Committee near you:   

We’re forming committees across the state to get communities involved in energy development happening in 
the Red Desert.  If you’re interested in joining a committee in Lander, Laramie, Rawlins, Rock Springs/Green 
River, or Jackson please contact Kate Drexler at (307) 733-4557 or at kate.drexler@sierraclub.org to find out 
more��

The Honorable Mike Enzi 
Casper Field Office 
100 East B Street, Room 
3201 
PO Box 33201 
Casper, WY 82602 
Phone (307) 261-6572 

The Honorable Craig Thomas 
Rock Springs Office 
2632 Foothill Boulevard 
Suite 101 
Rock Springs, WY 82901 
Phone: (307)362-5012 
Fax: (307) 362-5129 

Wyoming’s Red Desert is next on the map for full scale energy development.  A minimum of ten thousand oil, gas, and coal bed 
methane wells threaten to dot the area, further displacing our wildlife, polluting our air and water, and destroying our cultural        
resources.  We said we would do it right if the boom came to town again.  Well, now is our chance.  Let’s slow things down, develop 
responsibly, and protect some of our very best places. 

    

   The Jack Morrow Hills makes up less than 8% of the 8 million acre Greater Red Desert.  This is one of those places too special to 
industrialize.  It is part of the largest game migration route in the lower 48 states, home to the best elk hunting grounds in the state, 
filled with 12,000 years of human history, and has the largest active inland sand dune system in North America, to name a few 
unique qualities.    

    

   The final decision for management of the Jack Morrow Hills is expected to be released by the Bureau of Land Management in   
December 2005 or January 2006.  Sixty-nine thousand Wyomingites commented on the management of this area, 99% of those    
urging for a conservative approach to development; the use of best practices like seasonal and direction drilling and protection of 
some of the most sensitive areas.  The BLM’s preferred alternative fails to address these comments and will likely fall short of giving 
this   special place the protection it deserves. 

    

   One alternative to protect the Jack Morrow Hills is to create a National Conservation Area.  This congressional designation would 
protect the area from drilling, while keeping the area open to all public uses.  In order to make this happen your congressional     
delegation needs to hear your voice.  Please contact your congressional delegation and participate in this process to ensure that we do 
it right this time. 
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                                         From the Chapter Chair.... 
 
                                                                 By Todd Herreid 
 
The Teton Wilderness is one of the many special places in Wyoming and shines as  an  example of what can happen when the 
power of the people prevails and our public lands are managed as the people desire. This fall I had the privilege of elk hunting the 
Teton Wilderness, living and breathing the success of those who worked for the preservation of wild places and championed our 
causes in the past.  It was, in part, a journey to a place  that can touch a man's soul and quench a thirst for the wild. 
 
We went in by horse and were assisted by a string of solid pack mules. While it was too warm and sunny for good elk hunting, the   
mountains, meadows and streams were in their  full autumn brilliance.  Snow and winter were confined to the lofty peaks and 
cirques, but were ready for a move on the valleys below.  As we rode onward we came to a little sign   that simply announced 
"Wilderness Boundary.”  That little sign has great significance and means a much for the land beyond, the species that live there, 
and those of us who visit.  Every time I come to those little signs that say “Wilderness Boundary" the words of the  Wilderness Act 
that say, "untrammeled by man" come to my head.  It is that "untrammeled  by man" that brings me back to the wilderness time 
and time again.   
 
The dictionary defines untrammeled as, "Not limited or restricted; unrestrained.”  It is the experience of a place that is unrestrained 
by man, by the modern world or by the complexities of life that I  desire.  A meeting of the unrestrained natural world on its terms, 
not mine.  A chance to be in harmony with nature rather than functioning in discord with  the world as modern life dictates.  
 
John Muir, the founder of the Sierra Club, once wrote,  "We little know how much wildness there is in us. Only a few generations 
separate us from our grandfathers that were savage as wolves. This is the secret of our love for the hunt. Savageness is natural, 
civilization is strained and unnatural." That for me explains much about my yearning to see those little signs that say, "Wilderness 
Boundary.” That for me explains why I will continue to fight for more places like the Teton Wilderness.  For me and for many it is 
not just a want, but those wild places are a life sustaining necessity.  A place where I can touch who I really am.    
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Sierra Club – Teton Group 
Fall/Winter 2005-2006 Outings Schedule 

 
 When you call for details you will be instructed as to what you need to bring, meeting location and time. As much as possible, The Sierra Club 
encourages car pooling.  We generally limit our group size to 12 people.   If a snow shoe/ski is scheduled, it will automatically become a hike if 
there is no snow.  We are excited about our new schedule and looking forward to seeing you on our outings! 

�

Saturday, December 3rd  - Coal Creek 

7.2 Miles – Alpine Meadows and Incredible Views 

Strenuous - Elevation Gain 2,788 ft. 

 

 Saturday, December 17th  - Game Creek CC Ski 

& Snow Shoe & Xmas Party 

5 Miles –Nice Views 

Easy - Elevation Gain 500 ft.   

Pot Luck Xmas Party after Outing ….. Call for Details!!!  

 

Saturday, January 7th  -  Ditch Creek  Snow Shoe & CC Ski 

4 Miles – Teton Views from east side of Valley 

 Elevation Gain 500 ft. 

	
Saturday, January 21st  - Hermitage Point CC Ski 

9.4 Miles – Lake & Teton Views 

Beginning to Intermediate - Elevation Gain 150 ft. 

Saturday, December 10th  - Top of The Pass 

4 Miles –Incredible Views 

Moderate - Elevation Gain  750 ft. 

Saturday, December 31st  - Jenny Lake &  

Happy New Year!!! 

7-8 Miles –Nice Views 

Saturday, January 14th  - Full Moon Snow      

Shoe Death Canyon to White Grass Ranch  

4 Miles – Teton Views 

Moderate - Elevation Gain  750 ft. 

Saturday, January 28th – Flag Canyon 
Snow Shoe & Pot Luck 

5 Miles – Scenic & Pot Luck 

Beginning to Intermediate - Elevation Gain 
120 ft. 

Red Desert: Leaving a Legacy  
 
Monday, December 12th 6:30 pm at the  Teton County 
Library.  Take a tour through Wyoming’s Red Desert and 
learn about its unique values, including 12,000 years of hu-
man history and the    energy development currently being 
proposed.  In the spirit of the Holidays please bring your 
canned goods to the presentation to be donated to a local 
charity.  For more information contact Kate Drexler at 733-
4557 or kate.drexler@sierraclub.org 

Thirsty Thursdays—Sierra Club Happy Hour! 
                                                                                                                                                
Eat. Drink. Have fun.  Learn stuff.  Every third Thursday of the month 
at 43 North from 5-7pm join us for Happy Hour.  Upcoming Thirsty 
Thursdays:  November 17th 5-7pm, December 15th 5-7pm, January 
16th 5-7pm.  Contact Kate Drexler at (307) 733-4557 or 
kate.drexler@sierraclub.org for more information. 

Christmas Party Celebration 
                                                                                                       
Come one and all to celebrate a Sierra Club Christmas. On December 
17, 2005, the Teton Group of the Sierra Club will celebrate the sea-
son with an afternoon ski and snow shoe  outing in Game Creek fol-
lowed by   potluck party at the home of John Spahr. Come and enjoy 
the season and cheer with fellow Sierrans. The outing will begin at 
2:00PM from the  Game Creek Parking Area.  

Please call or e-mail John, 734-0441, lodgepole@tetonnm.com  

or Joyce, 690-7161, ladyhiker123@juno.com  for details.  
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                   Plan to Remove Endangered Species Protections for                                                                          
                         Yellowstone Grizzly Bear Premature 
                          Administration Announces Plans to "Delist" Grizzly Bear,                                                          
     Start of Public Comment Period 
 
November 15, 2005 - The Sierra Club expressed concern today over the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's proposal to remove  federal 
protections from the Yellowstone grizzly bear, currently listed as "threatened" under the Endangered Species Act. The announcement, 
made by Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton in Washington this morning, will be published in the Federal Register on Thursday  
followed by a 90-day public comment period and hasreignited a long debate regarding what is best for the bears of America's first 
National Park. 
 
"Thirty years ago America made a commitment to Yellowstone's grizzly bears, a tremendous public investment that has paid off. 
While we salute and celebrate this progress, we cannot afford to gamble with the bears' future," said Carl Pope, Sierra Club Executive 
Director. "Removing federal protections for the grizzly at this point would jeopardize the bears' progress, just as we are just starting to 
realize a return on our investment." 
 
The Yellowstone grizzly bear was first listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act in 1975. The threats to grizzly bears and 
their habitat have only been amplified since then. Now, sprawling development, oil and gas drilling, logging, road building, and      
off-road vehicles are crowding grizzly bears out of the last pockets of wilderness they need to survive. 
 
"The Yellowstone grizzly bear is an irreplaceable part of   
America's natural heritage, an icon of all that is wild and free," 
said Pope. "Without strong habitat protections in place, the 
long-term survival of the bear requires the safety net of the  
Endangered Species Act." 
 
The Endangered Species Act has played an important role in 
helping to increase grizzly bear numbers in and around         
Yellowstone National Park. But too many threats remain    
without the Endangered Species Act in place. Management 
plans for the National Forests surrounding Yellowstone, where 
many grizzlies find their homes, have yet to be finalized.    
Managing the Yellowstone grizzly after delisting will cost state 
and federal agencies an estimated $3.4 million dollars per year -
- over a million dollars per year more than current funding   
levels. 
 
"Taking away these protections will put the last remnants of 
wild places grizzlies need to fully recover and raise their young 
at risk from irresponsible oil drilling, unsustainable logging and sprawling development -- all of which h�

elped drive the grizzly to the brink of extinction in the first place," said Pope. 
 
The best way to ensure that grizzlies will survive into the future is to restore them to a bigger landscape. Specific steps to achieve  
recovery are: 
 
-     Establish a stable source of funding for grizzly bear management and habitat conservation 
-     Expand efforts to reduce bear-human conflicts through sanitation and public education 
-     Improve important but degraded habitat 
-     Protect remaining wild lands 
-     Expand the recovery area 
-     Connect Yellowstone grizzlies to other grizzly populations further north 
 
The Sierra Club is engaged in a number of hands-on programs in bear country to help show that, with a little effort, people and grizzly 
bears can co-exist. These "bear aware" programs inform residents, campers, hikers, and hunters about food storage, bear pepper-spray 
use and other practical solutions to successfully live with bears. 
 
For more information and to find out how to submit your comments to the USFWS, please visit http://www.sierraclub.org/grizzly/  



Sierra Summit 2005 
By Todd Herried 

 

 The Sierra Club held its first ever national convention this past September.  The event was held September 8-11th at the 
Moscone Convention Center in San Francisco.   Our Chapter was represented by Todd Herreid, John Spahr, Mary Byrnes, Joyce 
Icardo,   Kristin Painter, Jody Vonseggern and Judith Herreid.  Delegates participated in a process that will help the Sierra Club  
better focus efforts and move towards environmental success in the future. 

 “Building a New Energy Future” was selected as the Club’s top priority over the next five years. Nearly two-thirds of   
delegates voted it the most important priority. Also ranking high were "Building Vibrant, Healthy Communities" (52 percent), 
"Defending Federal Lands/Public Waters" (49 percent), and "Protecting People and the Planet from Pollution" (46 percent). 

 The deliberative sessions, spanning eight hours over two days, marked the first time this many Club delegates have       
gathered in one place to discuss and vote on priorities. Delegates, seated ten to a table, recorded their votes on wireless hand-held 
“option-finder” keypads that looked like oversized garage door openers.  

 Delegates didn’t just vote on conservation priorities, but on the Club’s effectiveness in pursuing them. For example, 64 
percent of delegates felt that Building a New Energy Future should be a top priority, but they rated our effectiveness in pursuing this 
goal at 3.2 (out of 10). By contrast, while 49 percent ranked Defending Federal Lands/Public Waters as a top priority, it garnered a 
5.5  effectiveness rating.   

 Delegates also voted on how the Club should best invest its resources to reach these goals. The results: (1) seeking new 
allies and building coalitions, (2) creating media visibility, and (3) bringing people together.  

 Finally, delegates chose the top three ways to impact environmental decision-makers. They were: (1) influence voters’  
electoral  decisions, (2) focus on state policy-makers, and (3) influence local decision-makers about specific places.  

 Attendees also had the opportunity to attend a wide variety of break out sessions ranging from issues such as the 
“Rewilding of America” to “Addressing Corporate Power and Accountability”.  There was also a “Green Trade Fair” held in       
conjunction with the Summit where many eco-friendly products were showcased.  One of the highlights of the Trade Fair were the 
exhibits by the automakers demonstrating the hybrids and alternate fuel vehicles.  It was a glimpse at a greener future for America. 
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Keep hearing that phrase "global warming" but not sure what it means or 
what you can do? In the past, the temperature outside increased just a little 
bit over the span of years. But now, scientists predict that during your 
lifetime, the average temperature of the planet will raise from 2.7 to 11 
degrees Fahrenheit! That's hot, and not good for our health or plants and 
animals. Global warming may also cause bad weather. It's important to help 
out now by watching our energy uses—after all, it's the overusing of coal, 
oil, and gas that is choking our planet in a cloud of pollution! 

5 THINGS YOU CAN DO TO HELP  
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The Wyoming Chapter is            
looking for people interested 

in serving on its executive               
committee.  The committee 

meets in person 2-3 times per 
year and has 9-10 conference 
calls.  Anyone Interested in                            
becoming more involved in 

Wyoming conservation issues 
should consider this                           

opportunity.  Please call or                
e-mail Mary Byrnes at  

(307) 742-8645 or  

mbyrnes@wyoming.com 	
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�Every so often, the realization hits me: I spend a great deal of my time at 
work, in my apartment, in my car, and other permutations of “indoors,” and 
not nearly enough time out in nature. When I saw a notice for a Sierra Club 
hike in a local park a couple years ago, I grabbed my shoes and ran out the 
door and I've been part of the Sierra Club ever since. 

  The outings are my favorite part of the Sierra Club. They get me out in 
nature, meeting new people, and in almost all cases learning something new. 
The outings are also a great way for me to see parts of the surrounding area 
that I was not aware of, or that I had never taken the time to explore. 

  The Sierra Club also gives me an outlet  for helping with environmental 
issues. Some of my favorite ways to take action include service days, Shop-
ping For the Earth, and letter-writing. There are so many different activities 
and opportunities that there is truly something for everyone. I also appreciate 
the casual, supportive atmosphere that allows me to scale back my efforts 
when the rest of life gets crazy, and jump back into the mix when I have 
more free time. 

 The word “activism” is loaded with connotations, and it's not a word that 
resonates with me. However, I am someone who likes to help out with issues 
that I believe in, when I know that even small contributions of my energy 
can make an impact. 
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